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Globalization of Popular Culture and Cultural Intermediaries
— The Localization of Salsa Dance in the 1990s —

TADOKORO Yoshiki

Abstract

The purpose of the paper is to clarify the process of localization of salsa dance in Japan in the 1990s
from the perspective of “mediation” and “cultural intermediaries”. Taking on Bourdieu’s concept of
“cultural intermediaries”, Negus focuses on “mediation” and “cultural intermediaries” in order to capture
the constructive context of culture. Taking this point of view, the research seeks to grasp how salsa dance
as a global popular culture became localized in Japan in the 1990s by focusing on the practices of
cultural intermediaries. As a result, we found the followings: 1) The activities and their collaboration of
cultural intermediaries such as dance party organizers, dance instructors, and salsa clubs, were identified.
2) Through their practices, salsa as a dance culture gradually permeated Japan society through the

cultural framework of “making dance into a lesson”.

Keywords: popular culture, globalization, localization, popular music, salsa dance, cultural

intermediaries
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